February 2012

February, the shortest month in the calendar yeanonth that periodically brings us Leap Year an
with Leap Year | have fond memories of early childhood when our school and my church woultdhost™
ASadi e Hawkins Dayo dances. Sadi e Ha wll'iAbnsr, anspirsster a
woman who, on this pseudo holiday was all owed to
were allowed to ask a man out on a date. It's a romantic month as we celebrate St. Valentine's Day and the ¢
legends connected to this date. Thewx@y have been more than one Valentine and although the legend of Eros
human love seems to be favored there is also a legend that Valentine was martyred because he would not d
Christian faith (agape love). In any event, | see this particular nam#n opportunity for each of us to examine
our lives and prepare for Lent.

Wikipedia tells us February was named after the Latin februum,which meangurification. It was the Roman
festival of ritual purification, a washing and cleansing. It apparently was a pagan ritual, but it catches my attel
in the sense that as we approach Lent starting this month, | can, perhaps, offer the suggestomifibatian of

our heart and soul is in order.

I would hope we all would follow a Lenten discipline through sacrifice, study and prayer. Many of us have u
Lent in a good fashion to give up something we actually need to give up, i.e. smoking. It might be more uaheani
to give up something we like and will go back to after Lent. We will make available daily Lenten meditati
booklets. Maybe just set aside time each day for meditation and opening your mind to God's voice.

Instead of giving up something, maybe we cdakk on a task of sorts that would assist people in need. Rememb
Jesus' words in Matthew 25: ATruly | tell you, ju
you did it to me. o

In closing, let's look to the Collect for Ash Wedday:
AAl mighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledginc

wretchedness, may obtain of you, thed of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ o
Lord, who |ives and reigns with you and the Holy

£



Greetings from the

Preschool

This is one of my
favorite months at the
Preschool éit i's when we
Do you know how much fun you can have with
the Letter Pp? Here are a few ways we will be
having fun with it at the Preschool: We will

sing pig songs while wearing pig noses during
Circle Time, we will h ave pancakes one morning
for Tea Party, one day we will come dressed

as a pirate or a princess and then on our Fun
Friday we will wear our
on big sheets, and watch popcorn pop from the
popcorn maker and then | will toss the
popcomand M&Mds at the

In addition to learning the Letter Pp, we will
also learn the Letters Oo and Qq. We will
have a Theme on The Zoo. And, we will

f

cel ebrate Ground HoDgyoos
School , Val entineds Day
the month cel ebrating Dr.

having a Wacky Wednesday and eating Green
Eggs and Ham.
Blessings! Shawnie
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1% & Parish Supper-6:00 pm

4™ 5 Mount Dora Art Festival Parking
5™ & Mount Dora Art Festival Parking
5™ & African Ministries Sale

9™ § Jazz Orchestra Concert -7:30 pm
14™ 80ut-to -Lunch Bunch-11:30 am
17" & Cursillo Ultreya -7:00 pm

19™ - Vestry -11:30 am

21% 3 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
22" 8 Ash Wednesday

24" & Stations of the Cross -6:00 pm
26" & Monthly Bake Sale

28™ & Lenten Series -6:00 pm

.

THE MONTHLY PARISH SUPPER _ will be held
on Wednesday, February 1st at 6:00 pm in
Hartridge Hall. The cost is only $5.00  for
h in the church.

P ghgetsindfe ehyren- (Fyepvpne

adults. Sign
L ear
IS Invited!

THE MOUNT DORA JAZZ
ORCHESTRA will present a
special Count Basie concert on
Thursday evening, February %th befginnin% at
amaos 0 choo It
p7§13b me]ln tﬂe church. Tﬁe

orchestra visited
us in November of last year and everyone had
a wonderful time. The music is fantastic and
|er]s..o eg\t!!_ .

all are invited and & bring a friend or your
neighbor!

Da a2 SuT To LUNCH.

w out
aBPJI{leH \OA/?II be Ieilollrolr% T#Te I%{;\n.Ithk))puary
124" 2361130 am at Red Lobstel on Hthway
441 in Leesburg. Sign up sheets are in the

church. All women of the parish are invited.

SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE SUPPER will be
held on Tuesday, February
21%" at 6:00 pm in Hartridge

Hall. Signup sheets will be available in the
narthex and chapel.

[ ASH WEDNESDAY

¥ =% Services 8 12:00 noon and 6:00
pm o Wednesday, February
22




STATIONS OF THE CROSS _ are held each
Friday in Lent in the church at 6:00 pm.

THE LENTEN SERIES will begin on Tuesday,
February 28 ™ at 6:00 pm in Hartridge Hall.
Soup and salad will be offered. Mark your
calendars now and plan to attend.

0 F r e e Oecmo

9" 2012 86

days with ports of call in Key West, Grand
Cayman and Ocho Rios. Sign upfee is $25.00
per person and is due on February 6 ™. The
cabin prices range from $514.43 to $749.43
per person. Sign up with Melba at Travel
Network ¢ 863-859-9595 or 800 -882-6445.
If you have questions, please contact Gary
Swedberg at 729 -2594, coordi nator for

St. Edwar dods.

ANNUAL
CRUISE

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING was held
on Sunday, January 22" and the following
members were selected to serve a three year
term on the Vestry: Alicia Brumley, Sandy
Minkoff, Gary Swedberg and Joe Welch.  Your
new Senior Warden is Jason Maxwell and Gary
Swedberg was elected as Junior Warden.
Ruth Lashar was appointed as temporary
Treasurer.  Special thanks to our retiring
Vestry members - Ruth Lashar, Mike Martin,
George McCord and Chuck Vavrek.

A NEW YEAR S PRAYER

Another year is dawning

With the chance to start anew,
May | be kinder, wiser, Lord,
In all | say and do.

Not so caught in selfish gain
That | would fail to see

ST. EDWARDO® S

n Carnival

The things in life that mean the most
Cost not a fancy fee

The warm, kind word that | can give,
The outstretched hand to help,

The prayers | pray for those in need --
More precious these than wealth.

| know not what lies ahead
Of laughter or of tears;

| only need to know each day
That You are walking near.

1én thankful for this brand-new year
As now | humbly pray,

0s My hand secure in Yours, dear Lord,

Each step along the way.

CREED’S CAUSE

Cordon “Creed” Perriv
Diagnosed with Leber's Congenital Amaurosis
Seprember 8, 2011

Born January 6, 2009, Gordon "“Creed” Pettit
has been a true gift to anyone who has spent
any amount of time with him. While the
diagnosis of Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis was
very difficult to hear, Creed has continued to
be an easy going, happy little boy who loves

numbers, letters, underducks on the swing and
can operate a computer better than many adults.

Definition of LCA

Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis (LCA) is a

rare, hereditary disorder that leads to retinal
dysfunction and visual impairment at an

early age - often from birth. Of all the retinal
degenerations, LCA has the earliest age of onset
and can be the most severe.

‘ to explore, has a passion for music, colors,

™11 is only with the heagr that one can see righily;

what is essential is invisible 1o the eye.” Hu \mh Prince

Prevalence

The birth prevalence of LCA is two to three per 100,000 births. The condition is the most common
cause of inherited blindness in childhood and constitutes more than 5% of all retinal dystrophies. LCA
accounts for the cause of blindness in more than 20% of children attending schools for the blind.

HELP IF YOU CAN

While there presently is no cure or treatment for LCA, There is a very hope-filled silver lining through
research now taking place at the University of Florida as well as other very renowned universities. They
have made great strides with their research in clinical settings, just in the past few years. Gene therapy
has shown to work in clinical trials with restoring vision. This is a very critical and exciting time with
research, in regards to LCA. Sooner rather than later, there will be a cure. Gene therapy has successfully
now been done in humans on one type of LCA with significant visual restoration in these patients.

The University of Florida is actively working on developing effective and safe gene therapy treatments
for other types of LCA, but more work needs to be done. As of January, they will begin such therapy

on children who are 3-years-old and Creed will turn 3 on Jan. 6. And yes, WE NEED YOUR HELP. We

are organizing a walk, which will take place May 5, 2012 and presently taking sponsorship donations.
Sponsorship levels are as follows:

Diamond Sponsor Platinum Sponsor Gold Sponsor
$1,000-$5,000 $600-$900 $300-$500
Bronze Sponsor Mission Sponsor
$100-$200 $50

Donations are TAX DEDUCTIBLE. Please make checks payable to UF Foundation (in the check memo
PLEASE put Creed’s Cause) and mail to:
University of Florida Foundation
ATTN: Troy Munn
PO Box 100243
Gainesville, FL 32610

For tax purposes — University of Florida Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization.
If you have any questions, please email Sarah St. Pierre Pettit at sarahsaintpierre@yahoo.com

Creed and his parents, Sarah and Ted are
active members here at
support them in any way that we can!
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